
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  

 

On Sunday, October 8, Pastor Erika Uthe, assistant to the 

Bishop, and Director for Evangelical Mission for our synod, 

led a retreat for our congregation. I believe that those of you 

who were able to attend the retreat found it to be beneficial 

and worth your time.   

 

Pastor Uthe led us in an exercise on how to share our faith. 

I’ll give you an overview, so if you were unable to be there, 

you might want to try this at home.  

 

We started by looking at “My Story.” We drew a line with 

one end marked “birth” and the other “today.” In between 

we marked moments in our lives that were highs and lows 

for us. We found a partner to share one of those significant 

events.  

 

Then we talked about “God’s Story.” We discussed Bible 

stories that came to mind for us. The personalities, themes, 

and images. How these people experienced the presence of 

God.  

 

With our partners we talked about where God was in what 

had happened in our momentous times. We saw how 

connected our stories and God’s story are.  
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That’s my hope and prayer for each of you. That you will 

have the eyes of faith to see how God’s hand has been at 

work in your life, leading and guiding you. God has been 

with you in all of the highs and lows of your life.  

 

I also hope that you will see how God is working in your 

everyday life. At home, at work, at school. In things that are 

very ordinary.  

 

One of the things that really stood out for me at the retreat 

was Pastor Uthe talking about all of the good things that we 

do for others. How often do we identify that the reason we 

are doing this is because we are a Christian? How often do 

we give God the credit?  

 

November is a month that reminds us to be thankful. 

Thankful for God’s blessings on another harvest. Thankful 

for all of the things that God has given us. Let’s not keep 

this to ourselves. Let others see your gratitude and give 

credit where credit is due. To God, who “daily and 

abundantly provides shoes and clothing, food and drink, 

house and farm…along with all the necessities and 

nourishment for this body and life…This is most certainly 

true.” (From Martin Luther’s explanation of the First 

Article of the Creed.)  

 

Love in Christ,  

 
Pastor Mark 

  



November Worship Schedule 
Sundays in November 

  8:30 a.m. Confirmation in the parsonage (Nov. 5, 12 & 19) 

  9:00 a.m. Sunday School (Nov. 5, 12 & 19) 

  9:15 a.m. Choir will practice & sing at Worship (Nov. 5 and 26;    

                  Choir won’t practice, but will sing at 7 p.m. Thanksgiving  

                  Worship on November 19) 

10:00 a.m. Worship (Nov. 5, 12, 19, 26) 

 

Nov.   5 All Saints Sunday 

Nov. 12  Now the Feast and Celebration 

Nov. 19 10:00 a.m. Worship – Commitment Sunday 

  7 p.m. Thanksgiving Worship at church (no soup supper) 

Nov. 26 Christ the King 

 

Wednesdays in November 
 2:00 p.m. WELCA Memorial Service at Parish Hall (Nov. 8) 

 7:00 p.m. Women’s Bible Study in church lower level 

 

Congregation Council and 

Church Finance Notes 
The Congregation Council will meet at 7 p.m. on Thursday, 

November 16, 2017. Minutes to the Council meetings are posted on 

the bulletin board in the church narthex (entryway). Council minutes 

follow this article.  

 

Financials: (through October 25, 2017) 

Giving $168,411.25 

Expenses $161,759.77 

Mission Support $7,504.14 

Net LOSS ($852.66) 

 

Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Congregational Council Meeting Minutes 

September 21, 2017 

 

 Present:  Karl Krueger, Wayne Woline, Ray Meth, Sherry Honts, 

Maribelle Lund, Wayne Rodgers, Lisa Kempf, Pastor Mark, Julie 

Ostby 



 Absent:  Glenn Graf, Stacy Speidel, Alex Peterson, Johanna 

Crawford 

 

Host for the evening was Wayne Woline.  

 

I. Devotions.  Wayne W. opened the meeting by reading Psalm 100. 

 

II. Financials, Budget, Minutes, Pastor’s Report 

 The financial reports as presented by the Treasurer and Financial 

Secretary were reviewed and discussed.   Motion made by 

Maribelle and seconded by Sherry to approve the financials as 

printed.  Motion carried.   

 No Memorial Secretary report. 

 The minutes of the August 17 Council meeting were distributed 

and reviewed.  Ray made a motion to accept the minutes and 

seconded by Wayne W.  Motion carried. 

 Pastor distributed his report.  He reviewed his activities for the 

month and addressed questions.  Pastor reminded us of the 

October 8
th

 potluck and congregational retreat with Pastor Erika 

Uthe.  It was moved by Wayne R. and seconded by Ray that 

Pastor’s report be accepted.  Motion carried. 

 

III. Committee Reports and Recommendations 

A. Audit Committee – none. 

B. Cemetery – Karl talked to Brad and there is nothing right now.  

They plan to have a meeting after harvest.  Wayne R. asked if 

someone was keeping up the cemetery records and Karl said Mary 

was. 

C. Christian Education and Youth – Sunday School has started.  

There were approximately 10 kids on Rally Sunday.  Pastor 

reported that there were 9 in confirmation – five 7
th

 graders and 

four 8
th

 graders. 

D. Evangelism – Pastor stated the next meeting is scheduled for 10/2 

and reminded everyone that the hayride is scheduled for 10/22. 

E. Finance – none. 

F. Mutual Ministry – none. 

G. Nominating – none.  Someone asked who was on the nominating 

committee and Pastor reported that it was Jan Towne (former 

council member), Ruth Meth, Emily Kann, Donna Deardorff, 

Mike Brawner and Jeff Olson. 

H. Property/Parish Improvement: 



1. Wayne W. reported that he pulled out the two driveway posts 

at Parish Hall and he will figure out what to put in their place.  

2. Ray reported that kitchen is proceeding, more cabinets have 

been put in since Sunday, 9/17 and some countertops; all but 4 

of the cabinets are in; the island and serving counter will be 

measured for the quartz countertop and it will then be ordered, 

may take several weeks to come in; pulls were ordered for 

cabinets in auditorium and kitchen on Tuesday, 9/19, and 

should be in soon; new refrigerator has been ordered; 

dishwasher is in place, not sure where two side tables are for 

dishwasher; electric is in; floor by basement will be replaced 

with wood looking linoleum as the wood floor has been 

damaged by water so cannot be refinished; Ray will look at 

and replace the door handles at Parish Hall that need to be 

replaced, they will need to be rekeyed so may take a little 

while. 

I. Social Ministry – met on September 21; the committee has agreed 

to donate $1,000 each to Lutheran Disaster Response for Florida 

disaster, Lutheran Disaster Response for Texas disaster and 

Lutheran Disaster Response for Mexico disaster; they will 

continue financial help to schools for milk and they will continue 

to help at WMU with different needs there. 

J. Stewardship – minutes from 9/20 meeting were reviewed.  Theme 

this year is “Live Generously”.  Stewardship emphasis will be on 

October 29, November 5, 12 and 19 and November 19 will be 

Commitment Sunday.  Temple Talks will be given on October 29 

and November 12.  Discussed having a meal event as part of the 

kick-off on October 29 and Luther League will be asked if they 

might host a dinner that day.  If not, people will be invited to 

prepare chili and would mix them together for our meal.  Sunday 

School students will be asked to take a noisy offering every week 

of the emphasis and they will designate where the noisy offering 

is given.  They also talked about electronic options for filling out 

estimate of giving and time and talent sheets and there will be 

messages on Facebook page about Stewardship emphasis and 

group emails sent out.  They also looked at the possibility of 

having a credit/debit card reader encouraging Pushpay on people’s 

cellphone.  Will pursue these if there is interest shown. 

K. Tanzania – Pastor reported that they plan to take a group in July 

along with Gloria Dei church and First Lutheran Church in Cedar 

Rapids – maybe 5; Pastor and Gayle Olson hope to go in January 



to buy motorbikes as 5 or 6 are using 1 motorbike and to find out 

what type of work they can do in July – build parsonage (currently 

4 hour trip up mountain)?  buy lab equipment?  help at hospital?  

L. Worship and Music – Pastor reported they are planning to have a 

contemporary Call to Worship song starting in October; there was 

discussion amongst council members about possibly using screens 

in sanctuary which Pastor said has been discussed before.  It was 

mentioned that this could possibly save on paper and printing 

costs. 

 It was moved by Lisa and seconded by Wayne R. that the 

committee reports be accepted. Motion carried. 

 

IV. Bible Study.  The Council read the text for the evening which was 

Matthew 20:1-16 and Pastor led us in the discussion of the 

reading. 

 

V. Old Business. 
A. 2016-2017 Goals 

 1. Defibrillators – no update as Stacy was gone. 

 2. Active Shooter Training – tabled.  . 

 3. Flag Pole Lights/Walkway Lights – Karl said Larry Haight is 

still waiting on parts/supplies-ordered but the company he ordered 

from is having problems getting supplies.  Karl wondered if we 

should ask Grabers about walkway lights as Larry is too busy. 

 4. Parish Hall Guideposts – see information under 

Property/Parish Improvement above. 

B. Portico.  Maribelle moved and Wayne R. seconded that we stay 

with the Gold+ Plan for Pastor Mark’s insurance.   

C. Retreat and Potluck on October 8 – council will host with Julie 

providing silverware and napkins, Wayne W. providing plates and 

I believe Maribelle will see that drinks get made.  Julie and Lisa 

teach Sunday School that day so will not be available to help 

beforehand.  Pastor asked us to keep this on our minds and 

encourage others to attend. 

D. College Fundraiser – a $250.00 gift card was received from 

Thrivent for this event.  Pastor said there was approximately 

$800.00 raised.  Maribelle moved and Lisa seconded that $250.00 

be given to the fundraiser and that the $250.00 gift card be used to 

purchase coffee cart supplies, etc. 

E. Landscaping – Karl and Pastor met with Egli and they stated that 

a bunch of dirt needs to be brought in but before that is done the 



green treated plywood on the north side of the Parish Hall and on 

the ramp needs something done with it.  Egli will draw up some 

plans to be reviewed.  Julie met with Mike Riley and he said the 

same thing about the dirt and plywood.  He told Julie to start with 

simple plan that can be added to.  Wayne R. said he contacted 

Duayne Hultquist about landscaping but has not heard back from 

him.  Karl and Ray will be contacting contractors for an estimate 

to cover the plywood at the Parish Hall. 

F. Rental Agreement with Daycare at Parsonage.  The rental 

agreement with the daycare had to be renewed for insurance 

purposes. 

 

VI. New Business.  None. 

  

 Adjournment and Prayer.  It was moved by Wayne R. and 

seconded by Wayne W. that the meeting be adjourned at 

approximately 9:15 p.m. and the meeting was ended with the 

Council joining hands and saying the Lord’s Prayer in unison. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Lisa Kempf, Secretary 

 

You are encouraged to attend any of our church committees’ 

meetings. Even better would be to join one of our committees. All 

committees meet in the lower level of the church unless otherwise 

stated.  

 

Smorgasbord 
The Swedish expression “va så god” is used when offering something 

to eat. The Swedish Smörgåsbord menu of Swedesburg, Iowa politely 

translates as “Please honor us by accepting what we have to offer”, 

more simply translated as “Come to the Table”. Plans are once again 

under way for this long standing tradition of “Smörgåsbord”. The 

“Working Group” has agreed to serve again this year, and volunteer 

help is needed once again for the event’s success.  

 

Plans are once again under way for Swedesburg's long standing 

tradition of “Smörgåsbord” on Thursday, December 7, 2017. Seating 

times are for 5 p.m., 6 p.m. and 7 p.m. Ticket prices are $17.00 each. 



Advance tickets are suggested and will go on sale 

Monday, November 6 at 9 a.m. at our Parish 

Hall, 201 Academy Avenue, Swedesburg. You may 

contact the church office for additional information at 254-2216. 

After November 6 you may call Ruth Meth at 319-254-2129 or 319-

931-5481; Louise Unkrich at 319-750-5176 or the church office for 

tickets. When purchasing tickets in the church office, the church office 

will not have the ability to make change. 

 

If interested in volunteering before or during the Smörgåsbord, please 

contact Ruth Meth (319-254-2129, 319-931-5481 or email 

rmeth@iowatelelcom.net) to let Ruth know where you would like to 

help; it is helpful and very much appreciated. Sign-up sheets are in the 

narthex for your convenience as well. And as usual we will need 

items for the Bit O Sweden booth. All help is appreciated no matter 

how brief or long it may be. The first Thursday in December falls on 

the 7th. 

 

Ostkaka will be made on November 8 and 16 at 9 a.m. at the Parish 

Hall. A sign-up sheet is in the Narthex (church entryway) for 

volunteers to list the date they can help along with their phone 

number so we may contact you should any changes occur to the date 

and time.  

   
WELCA Thankoffering 

Thankoffering is a time-honored tradition with women in the ELCA. 

Our foremothers held Thankoffering services, mainly in the fall, to 

give thanks for God’s faithfulness at harvest time. Today’s women 

give thanks for what God has done and is doing in our lives 

throughout the year. These offerings support the church-wide ministry 

tel:%28319-254-2129
tel:319-937-5481
tel:319-937-5481
tel:%28319-254-2129
tel:319-937-5481
mailto:rmeth@iowatelelcom.net


of Women of the ELCA to multiply the mission work of our church. 

We encourage all of our Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran Church 

members to support this annual offering. The enclosed envelope may 

be placed in the church offering plates during the month of 

November. Thank you for your donation. 

 

WELCA 
November 8

th
 at 2:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall, the WELCA will hold 

their annual memorial service. Louise Unkrich is the hostess. All 

women are welcome to attend.  

 

Lutheran World Relief (LWR) School Kits 
Six women of the WELCA packed nine boxes of school kits on 

Wednesday, October 18 at 9:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall. 85 total bags 

were shipped. If you did not get a chance to donate items to the school 

kits, you may still donate cash to assist with the shipment of these 

kits. It costs $1.50 to send each kit. You may mark your cash or check 

“WELCA postage for school kits”. 

 

Items that did not meet the guidelines for the kits were divided and 

donated between The Fellowship Cup in Mt. Pleasant and the 

Winfield Community School District. 

 

Smorgasbord Work Schedule 
Evening work sessions are planned for this year to allow the “day 

working forces” to become a part of the event.  

 

Monday, December 4 will be the first of these. Preparing the dried 

fruit for the Fruit Soup will take place that night. A morning session is 

scheduled for setting up the kitchen, dining room and banquet tables, 

in general, preparing the hall for the event. Work begins at 8:00 a.m. 

 

Tuesday’s workload will be lighter than in the past. All the Ostakaka 

is already made. Cooking the brown beans, making the meatball mix 

and preparing some of the salads and cooking the fruit soup are on the 

schedule during the day. Decorating, which will involve physical 

labor help is needed there also during the day. That evening some of 

the carry in dishes will be prepared as a group. These include the Rice 

Pudding and the Applekaka. “Working group” will furnish a soup 

lunch. Work begins at 8:00 a.m. 



 

Wednesday’s schedule includes finish making the salads, shaping 

and baking the meatballs and making deviled eggs. Sorting parsley 

potatoes by size for cooking, and general dinner preparations, 

cleaning table, filling salt & peppers, wrapping silverware, setting up 

station and stocking the serving table with dishes, trays etc. a potluck 

lunch is held at noon. Work begins at 8:00 a.m. 

 

Thursday a.m. parsley potatoes are cooked and cut for roasters. 

Meatballs go to roasters, cut enough cheeses and bread to start dinner, 

add apple juice to the fruit soup. Set tables with cream & sugars and 

butter plates with knives. Work begins at 9:00 a.m.  

 

Browning korv, heating ostkaka, coffee, relish trays, slicing bread and 

cheese all need to be started by 3:00 p.m. if possible, those helpers 

need to be at the Parish Hall to begin these preparations. 

 

Because of such dramatic changes in procedures this year it would be 

appreciated if all help could be there by 3:00 p.m. to review the 

planned flow of action for the kitchen and dining room. 

 

Signup sheets are available in the narthex for each of the work days 

and would be helpful, however volunteer workers may come to help 

as fits their schedules on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and 

Thursday morning. Thursday evening helpers work stations will be 

posted in the kitchen. As usual roasters, bowls, utensils etc. are 

needed as in the past; please let us know if you will be furnishing 

them as you have in the past.   

 

Always critical areas of need are for volunteers to provide baked 

goods for the Bit O’ Sweden, particularly rye bread and tea rings. 



 
 

Churchmen Pancake Breakfast 
You are invited to a Pancake Breakfast at the Swedesburg Parish Hall 

on Sunday, November 12, 2017. Serving will be from 7:00 a.m. until 

9:30 a.m. Menu items include: pancakes, sausage, eggs, juice and 

coffee. Free-will offering will support local efforts to help alleviate 

world hunger through “Foods Resource Bank”. Pancake Breakfast 

Sponsored by Swedesburg Churchmen of Swedesburg Evangelical 

Lutheran Church. 

 

Poinsettias 
Those wishing to order a poinsettia to help decorate the church 

sanctuary during Advent and Christmas should contact Mary 

McLerran in the church office at 319-254-2216. Each poinsettia costs 

$13.00 each. Checks should be made out to “Lori's Loft” and be left at 

the church office. (There is a mailbox in the west side room marked 

for Mary in the lower right hand corner.) The deadline for poinsettia 

orders will be Sunday, November 26. Thank you to all who help by 

providing these flowers for our church.  

 

Church Choir Schedule 
November 

 5th Choir Practice 9:15 a.m. & Sing at worship (All Saints 

Sunday) 

 19th No Choir Practice, Sing at 7 p.m. Thanksgiving service 



 26th Choir Practice 9:15 a.m. & Sing at worship (Christ the 

King Sunday) 
 

December 

 10th Choir Practice 9:15 a.m. & Sing at worship 

 24th Sing at 5.p.m Christmas Eve Service 

 

Worship & Music 
Shown below is our weekly attendance and offerings: 

October 1 82 October 8 86 

October 15 93 October 22 83 

 

The general offerings by week are shown: 

October 1 $5,681.00 October 8 $2,261.00 

October 15 $2,683.00 October 22 $1,374.00 

 

Women’s Bible Study 

Women’s Bible Study meets at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, in the 

church lower level. A new study will begin in November. 

 

Evangelism Committee 
The Evangelism Committee met on Monday, October 2 at 5:30 p.m. 

Postcards were signed for church families to let them know they are 

in our church and family prayers. We continued to discuss new 

resident postcards. Stacy will bring samples to the next meeting. The 

young adult group has met twice. They plan to have a Bible Study 

once a month and a social event once a month. They recently met at 

Central Park. Our committee will furnish Bible Study books for this 

group. The committee will meet again Monday, November 6 at 5:30 

p.m. 
 

Social Ministry 
The Social Ministry Committee is planning to make a donation to 

Lutheran Disaster Response for hurricane relief in Puerto Rico. If you 

would like to donate to this cause, please make your donation to 

SELC with Social Ministry noted in the memo. 

 

Luther League 
Just a reminder that the Luther League continues to collect pop bottles 

and cans as a fundraiser. Collection boxes are in the east entrance to 

the church. Thank you for your donations!  



Stewardship 
The theme for this year is “Live Generously.” Our fall Stewardship 

emphasis began on October 29 and runs through November 19. Your 

family Stewardship packet was mailed out on Friday, October 13
th

. 

Watch for it. This year we printed the data we have for your family. 

Please review that form and send us any changes and/or additions. 

Return your forms in the envelope on or before November 19
th

. 

 

Each person of confirmation age and older should complete their own 

time and talent form and submit (either online or hard copy by 

November 19, 2017) them together with their family’s Financial 

Commitment form and bring both to worship service on Commitment 

Sunday, November 19
th

 or return it to the church office prior, or 

submit it online prior to November 19
th

. Youth may fill out their own 

forms, or be included with their family’s estimate of giving. Either 

way they are encouraged to take their giving envelopes to form a 

good practice of stewardship. 

 

To submit your adult time and talent sheet and/or pledge form, go to 

our website, swedesburglutheran.org. Click on ministries. Click on 

adult time and talent sheet OR pledge form. At bottom click on view 

form. Fill out the form, and hit submit. This will be sent to the office 

email address. Your form has been submitted. Be sure to fill out both 

forms. Please submit your paperwork only once. If you have 

submitted it electronically, we do not need your paper copy.  

 

It is important that all forms be returned by November 19
th

. This 

information is used to create the 2018 directory of church members. 

Information submitted after November 19
th

 may not be included in the 

new directory. Thank you. 

 

Advent Books 
Enclosed in this issue of the newsletter is your copy of our Advent 

book. Advent begins on Sunday, December 3, 2017. Enjoy! 

 

Young Adult Group 
The Young Adult Group will have a Bible study after church on 

November 19. Ask Pastor Mark for the study guide on James.  

 

 



Radio Sponsorship 
Our radio sponsors for November: 

  5 Craig & Peggy Grothe 

12 Arvid & Joan Anderson 

19 Arvid & Joan Anderson 

26 OPEN for sponsorship 
Thank you for sponsoring the radio broadcast. Opportunities remain 

to sponsor the radio broadcast during the coming months. One 

sponsor family per week may be sponsored at $50 or two families can 

co-sponsor one week at $25 each. Please sign up on the sheet in the 

narthex (entryway). 

 

If you like to listen to our worship services, you may really enjoy 

listening to a shortened service each Sunday morning at 11:30 a.m. on 

the radio at 105.5 KILJ FM.  

 

Our entire hourly weekly worship service may be listened to on the 

church website: www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “weekly 

worship services” and then select “Launch Media Player”. Click on 

the weekly service you wish to listen to. Only a couple of month’s 

recordings are kept on this site at one time. 

 

Each month’s church newsletter is available on our website: 

www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “calendar”, then “newsletter”, 

and then click any month to read it. 

 

You may find the church calendar on the website. Changes are made 

to it as they occur. Check out our website! 

 

If you move or would like to add someone to our newsletter mailing 

list, please contact the church office with the address.  

 

Christian Concert 
Rend Collective, a Northern Irish Christian folk rock band, will have 

a concert at Harmony Bible Church near Danville on Friday, 

November 10 at 7 p.m. We have purchased a block of tickets and 

would love to have you join us. Let Pastor Mark know if you are 

interested. Tickets are $20 each. 

  

http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/
http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/


Blood Drive 
The September blood drive collected 19 units - SEVEN over goal! 

That’s incredible! A special thanks goes out to Ruth Meth for 

providing delicious treats and helping with pre-registration for the 

upcoming blood drive. The next blood drive will be December 22
nd

 

from 3-6 p.m. at the Parish Hall. To schedule an appointment call 

Stacy Speidel at (319) 986-5128 or register online at 

www.bloodcenterimpact.org. The last date to donate elsewhere is 

October 27, 2017. Use Sponsor Code 5185 to schedule online. 

 

  

tel:(319)%20986-5128
http://www.bloodcenterimpact.org/


Parish Hall Kitchen Renovations Continue 

 

 

 



 

 

National Adoption Month 

November is National Adoption Month, and LSI is proud to announce 

our newest service, LSI Foster Care and Adoption. Through this new 

service, LSI recruits, supports, and empowers foster and adoptive 

families across western Iowa. 

 

Nationally, there are more than 101,000 youth waiting to be adopted 

from foster care, and thousands of teens age out of foster care every 

year without a permanent family. We know there are no unwanted 

children, only unfound families! To learn how you or someone you 

know can make a difference, visit LSIowa.org/Foster, or contact Deb 

Whitford, LSI director of philanthropy and church relations, at 563-

676-2065 or Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org. 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus 

Christ through compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated social 

ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran 

Services in America). We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, 

religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, 

and sexual orientations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and 

www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

 

Opening Your Heart and Home 

Phillip and Ruth remember the day they decided they wanted to 

adopt. 

 

It was the late 1950s, and the couple was shocked to learn abandoned 

babies in a local hospital were being neglected, didn’t receive the 

attention or care they needed, and were not developing properly 

because of it. Phil and Ruth knew they wanted to do something. 

 

“We decided we would adopt as soon as we could,” Ruth says. 

http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa
http://lsiowa.org/


Phil and Ruth became adoptive parents through what was then called 

Lutheran Social Services of Iowa (LSS). The couple already had three 

biological children, Carol, Eric, and Peter, but they had more room in 

their home and in their hearts. They were ready for a fourth child. 

That’s when baby Rachel entered their lives. 

 

A few years later, the couple adopted 4-year old girl, Paula, and their 

family was complete. The seven traveled the country for work and 

vacations, went camping everywhere, and remained a close-knit 

family even as each child left home for college. Now, all of Phil and 

Ruth’s children have lives of their own, and Phil and Ruth have added 

grandchildren and great-grandchildren to their legacy. 

 

Paula graduated from the Naval Academy, received her Ph.D. in 

Computer Science, and now works for the IRS. Rachel, a graduate of 

Luther College and the University of Wisconsin Medical School, 

became a doctor and practices in New Orleans, Louisiana. She has a 

weekly syndicated health tips show on her local ABC television 

station, and has been awarded two regional Emmys. 

 

Through it all, Phil and Ruth have been advocates and supporters of 

adoption in Iowa. For them, it was a way to make a difference in the 

world, one child at a time. Today, Phil and Ruth continue to support 

vulnerable children in Iowa as faithful donors to LSI. “Not everyone 

can adopt,” Phil says, “but everyone can afford to support LSI. Even a 

small amount, given monthly and automatically, is remarkably 

helpful.” 

 

Bridges out of Poverty 
Bridges out of Poverty is a community training for Wayland, 

Ainsworth, Crawfordsville, Olds and surrounding areas. Bridges out 

of Poverty takes place on Saturday, November 18 at Sugar Creek 

Mennonite, 1209 Franklin Avenue, Wayland. Admission is FREE; 

pre-registration is requested to reserve your spot in one of these three 

ways: email tamarajg@gmail.com, call 319-217-2456 or Facebook 

“Building Bridges” A Southeast Iowa Initiative. Check in begins at 

8:30 with training from 9 to noon. Refreshments will be provided. 

  

mailto:tamarajg@gmail.com


Hayride 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
  



November Birthdays 
We wish the following people a very happy birthday: 

  2 Jessica Diers 

 Dianne Molander 

  3 Robert Frary 

 Jim Richardson 

  4 Arvid Anderson 

 Erika Thomas 

  5 Daniel Johnson 

 Makenzie Mullin 

  6 Vickie Larson 

  7 Mike Brawner 

 Jim Krabill 

 Kohl Lackman 

 Shelly Wickham 

  8 Warren Larson 

 Michael Lindeen 

 Kinsey Sovern 

10 Brandon Jones 

12 Sara Erickson 

 Tanner McArtor 

 Anna Ostby 

13 Jerry Lindeen 

 Alan Olson 

 Jane Wickham 

 Linda Kimzey 

14 Michael Kerr 

 Matthew Wettach 

 Megan Bergman 

15 Jean Anderson 

16 Cathy Thurman 

17 Marjorie Beckman 

 Larry Kaufman 

 Ray Meth 

18 Dale Mullin 

21 Jonathan Lindeen 

 Norma Olson 

23 Edward Hinkle 

24 Joshua Larson 

25 Chad Fraise 

 Tom Wenstrand 

26 Richard Woline 

 Elsie Morgan 

27 Holly Frary 

 Marilyn Parcel 

28 Aaron Bodenham 

 Wynn Brown Thomas 

29 Tim Proctor 

 Wayne Rodgers 

 Mike Wells 

 Chloe Ward 

30 Ryan Hanna 
 

 

 

 
 

 

November Anniversaries 
We wish to offer these couples a happy anniversary: 

  1  Steve and Kris Emerson 

12  Keaton and Angela Krueger 

17  Kenny and Brooke McArtor 

25  Gary and Sally Anderson 
 

Please help the church office update their records by submitting any birthday, 

anniversary or any other corrections. Thank you.  



 

 

We pray for all our church members throughout the year. Each week 

we will pray for about five church families. Please pray in 

November for: 

 

November 5: 
David & Lisa Swanson 

Kathy Swanson 

Shirley Swanson 

Tylar Swanson 
 

 

November 12: 
Peg Swenson 

Brooks Taylor 

Nancy Taylor, Joe 

Renee Taylor 

Christopher & Erika Thomas, Eva, Ana, Wynn and Ruth 

Dan & Cathy Thurman 

Erin Thurman, Louise Edgington 
 

 

November 19: 
Aaron & Shari Tolander 

Bea Tolander 

Greg & Janet Tolander, Conner, Mitchell 

Jacob Tolander 

Jared Tolander 

Matthew Tolander 
 

November 26: 
Steven Tolander 

William & Marjorie Tolander 

Dave & Janice Towne 

Kay Trager 

Brendan & Brandelle Unkrich, Bennett, Clarabella 
 

  

 



 

 

 

PRAY FOR: 
 ELCA missionary Rev. Brian Palmer in Liberia, supported by this 

congregation.  

 

 for Bishop Mjema of the Pare Diocese, Pr. John Kinkoro and 

people of Ngaeni Lutheran Parish, our partner congregation in 

Tanzania.  

 

 friends and loved ones experiencing health concerns. 
 

 

 

 

 

THANKS ARE DUE . . . 
 to the financial secretary and treasurer for keeping the church in 

sound financial condition. 

 

 to our members who worship each Sunday in our sanctuary. 

 

 to our members who listen to the 30 minute broadcast of our 

program on Sunday morning at 11:30 a.m. 

 

 to the many members who live far away and still keep in touch. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember that Confirmed church members need to commune 

and have a contribution on record by the end of 2017 in order to be 

eligible to vote at the next annual meeting. By signing your name on 

the friendship pad, you confirm that you have communed during that 

worship service.  
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